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Lubang Jepang ~Indonesia Tourist Spot~

In this month’s issue, we’re highlighting a tourist
destination from Faisal-san’s hometown of
Bukittinggi, Indonesia. This historical site is
called “Lobang Jepang,” (Japanese Tunnel). Let’s
take a tour! and hear Faisal-san impression!

When Was It Built?

“Lobang Jepang” (Japanese Tunnel) is a historical
site in Bukittinggi, Indonesia, from World War Il
era. It was constructed between 1942 and 1945 by
the Japanese Imperial Army during their
occupation of Indonesia. The tunnel served as a
military defense structure and a hiding place for
Japanese troops.

What Is the Relationship Between Indonesia and Japan?

During World War Il, Japan occupied Indonesia from 1942 to 1945. After the war,
diplomatic relations were re-established in 1958, and since then, the two nations
have developed strong economic, cultural, and political ties.

What’s your impression of “Lobang Jepang”?
"The first time | entered the tunnel, | felt a bit scared because it was steep and deep,
but there were plenty of stairs to help. At every intersection, there were maps and
directional signs, and even a telephone in case you got lost. They recommend using
a guide, though. The paths were clean and well-maintained, and the stairs were
decent. Everything has been renovated—marble floors and walls, all fixed up and
improved by the local government. There’s a kitchen, a weapons storage area, and
even a corridor on a hill where Japanese soldiers could spy on their enemies. It left a
strong impression on me because it was so memorable—I’d love to come back.
Apparently, many parts at the end remain unexplored."

How far is it from your house, and how do you get there?
"From Padang city center, it’s about 80 to 90 kilometers away,
and you can only get there by private car or tourist bus. My
region also has a lot of Dutch heritage, including the Fort De
Kock fortress."
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